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In seccordance with a suggestion from the Chairman, it was
then on motion,

Resolwd,-.—'['hat Prof. Locke have permission to take casts
of the Fassils now in the Collection of the Academy.

MEETING FOR BUSINESS, Mav, 31, 1842,
Vice Presipent Morron in the Chair.

The Report of the Corresponding Secretary for the last
month was read and adopted.

The following communication from Mr. S, S. Haldeman,
read Feb. 1, 1842, was reported for publication in the Pro-
ceedings of the Academy, by the committee to whom it was
referred.

A spirit of selfishness has erept into Zuology, which looks rather to the advan.
tage of the individual, than to the wivencement of the scicnee; and authors,
with the formes point in view, by invented various wetlods to carry out the
principle; and, what in worse, authority briogs those to praciice them, who would
have been shocked at the ien of using them i the Brst fnstance. Among these,
I count the practice of citing oue’s own name fir & genus or specics founded by
anothet, on the strength of varying a stngle lotter, ar cvon the gender.  Evamplés
of this vecur in the writings of Bafinesque,  Ff this s proger, a punter nay
assume the authorship of a book in which he finds and corrects grammationl
grrore.  Admit the principle that Unio metanevra, iaf, «Lali be called 17 metan-
pever, Lea ; and the French will bave sar owa authority to assume almaost every
specics of American Unio, becavse they consiter thewm as of the feminine gooder,
whilst they have been described here us mascoiine : and any one uot 8 botaaist,
may place the apecies of Fotamogoton (heretofore considered neuter) in the i
nine gender to which it belongs, as hux been ascertzined from a passage in Pliny.

Having receatly looked over the list of American Unionide, I wish to propose
a few corrections in nomenclaturs, bofore they are made, and the species aAppro-
priated abroad, by some one who will not site the original describer, & western
conchedogist givos 2F the species of Alasmiadon to M. Lou, nol because he waa
the first to paree the o, Lo oreate the gans, or 1 place them in it bat because he
plecas thein m the sane genus with those who first described them, bat under 2
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different name, which has peither priority mor sense {o recommend it; and
which, under other circumstances, this author would probably have rejected, if
we tnay judge from the fact that he udopts the names Phyes and Planorbis,
rather than Bulings and Coretus. ‘The same principle would deprive Mr. Lea of
all his species of Alsemodon; for asseredly authors will not adept Shumacher’s
name for this genue, when so much a betler one is in general use, Generic nom.
enclature is not, and never has been, subjected to the rigid rule of priority which
specics require; and a name founded upon the generie pecaliatity will generally
be adapted in preference to others. A fossil animal with th¢ bead unlike that of
2 hird, was named Ornithocephalus : it is now called Plerodactylus. A remarka-
ble mammal with flat feet, and a bill like that of a bird, was first named Platypus,
but is now kncwv by the name Ornithorhynchus® alone.

T'a put thest waticrs to the test, I propose that the leiter u shull take the place
of w in the spreific name of Unio Cowperinnus of Lea, this gentiemuu having
committsd an error in the orthography, To suit the views of those who do not
like the appournnce of a name with the termination anus following 2 genitive, 14
propose that Couperii be adopted instead of the above. There is an ** Anodonta
Cowperiana” which I do not correct, becaunse 1 wish merely to discuss a prinei-
ple. I propose that all the apesies of the genus Alssmodont or Alasmodonta, be
catled by one of these names; and that the hybrid apesific name of Unio Nagh-
villiznus be changed into the more correct and classical one of Mashvicensis.
Finally, | disclaim all citation for these propositions, as I think it would be the
height of absurdity to cite any one for species he does not know.

In relation to the communication of Dr. A. Clapp, of New
Albany, Indiana, read March 8th, 1842, the Committee consist-
ing of Mr. Conrad, Prof. Rogers and Mr. Vanuxem, reported
the following for publication in the Proceedings :—

A lelter was read from Dr. A. Clapp of New Albany, Indiana, dated February
95th, in relation to the Geological equivalents of the rocks of the Fulls of the
Chio, and othier strata in the western states.

The nuthot states, that (here appears to he little or no tree carbeniferous lime-
gtone east of the Falls of the Ohio. ‘T'he stratum which he doubtfully referred to
it, in a previous letter of December, 1840, viz. the Oolitie and Pentremite lime.
stone of Professor Troost and Dr. Owen, he is now convinced is the carbonif.
arous limestone, commencing & shart distatec west of New Albany, and underlying
the coat formation in the western part of Iudiana, part of Kentucky and IHinois.
it is entirely wanting in Ohio.

He refcrs to his previous communciation of April Jast, as showing thal the lime-
stone of the Falls ef the Ohie, the cliff limestone of Professor Locke, does not
belong to the Carboniferous, but to the Upper Silurian System of Marchison.
The ltmestone of ike Fulls immediately underiies the black bituminous slate,
which appears to be the equivalent of the Marcelius shales of New York, The
lower strata, ~ the Fails have many fossils of the Wentock limestone, but the

# The midile 4 is sometimes amitted, as it was by Linneus in his gerus Hyn-
chops. Lsthe first avthor wha made the omission, and he who first wrote Rhyn-
chaps, entitled Lo those genera, with theirspecies 7 o a notice of Kiener's work,
in the Revae Zoclogiae, this author is censured for writing * Plevrotonia mitre-
formis, Val® Wood having previously used the speeific name “ mitriformis.”

4 Fhis i3 the more correet form, and corresponds with Monodon, Hyodon, Dio-
don, ete.
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upper, particularly the water lime, has also many of the Ludiow. 'The lower
and middle pottions of the Clff limestone, he conjectures to be equivalents of the
Ningara limestone angd Gypseous shales: the entite mass called the CHiff limestone,
represents therefore the Niapara limestone, Gypseous shales, water.lime, Onon-
daga Hmestone, &ec. to the Marcellus shales.  Under the name Cliff limestone is
here included all the group above the blue fimestone and marls of Cincinrati, to
the black slate. [t is the western continuation of the middle SBilurian series of
* Mr. Conrad.

The water-lime of the Falls of the Ohio, is a drab.coloured rock, from ten to
fourteen feet thick, covered by a subcrystalline fietid limestone eight feet thick,
containing Enerini, a Conuloria, Delthyris and Fuvosifes, und o few other eorals,
and immediately onderlies the black slate. In most places the water-lime is en-
tirely destifute of organic remains; the few which oceur befong teo the lower
Ludlow and Amestry of Murchison, as Osthis lunate vel reticularis, leptane
lota? Turbo carinatus, Terebra sinvosa, Tentaculites, perhaps o new specics,
Avicyla veticulala, Celymene bufo, Asophus Micrurus; several undetermined
species of Delthyris, an Fschara, &ec.

In the strata below the water-lime were found many fossils of the Wen-
lock limestone, Strophomena euglypha, Atrypae prisca, the latier also oecurring in
the water-lime and upper lmestone; Plewrorynchus cureus ? of Conrad, and an
immense profusion of Polyparia, characteristic of the Wenlock limestone,

The Catmnepors aceurs below the main muss of the corals, and thirty or forty
feet below the waterdime. ¥t would therefore appear, that the water-limea belongs
to the middle or upper part of the Helderberg proup, and ecannot represent the
Onondaga sult group of Mr, Hall,

The author expresses a doubt of the identity of the black bituminens slate of Ohis,

with the Ludlowville group of Mz, Hall, as supposed by that genileman. Though,

the shales and sandstene in the vicinity of New Albany, for more than four han-
dred feet above the black slate, are destitute of fossils, except a few indistinet Fu.
coides, yet sixteen miles south, in Kentucky, great quantities of Crinoidma cccar,
fifty or one hundred feet above the slate; and an Orthis which Mr. Hali con-
siders identical with a species of the Ludlowville shale of New York.

ELECTIOR.

M. Léon Dufour, of Paris, was duly elected a correspondent
of the Academy.
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